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the Socialists nor the Populists had an important place among
the Polish parties in this section. A political storm had been
gathering for weeks in this area, and Paderewski's visit to Poznan
on December 27, 1918, caused it to break. The Poles welcomed
him enthusiastically; the Germans retaliated with some shots of
which a Pole called Ratajczak was the victim, and then the Poles at
once rose in open revolt and turned the Germans out of the city.
The insurrection speedily extended over the whole district; the
Germans resisted, and severe fighting took place, which was not
terminated till February 16, 1919, when an armistice was con-
cluded at Treves by Foch in the name of the Allies and Poland.
Legally, however, German Poland belonged to Germany till the
Treaty of Versailles handed it over definitely to Poland, and some
time elapsed before Poznania was fully integrated in the Polish
State.
PADEREWSKI AND PILSUDSKI
From Poznan Paderewski went on to Warsaw on January 3, 1919,
and was received by its population with enthusiasm. He had his
first meeting with Pilsudski on the following day, but it led to
nothing, and from Warsaw Paderewski proceeded to Cracow,
where demonstrations similar to those in the two other cities were
made in his honour. His enormous popularity among his country-
men could not be doubted, but his mission of conciliation had so
far failed. That its success was necessary was indicated during the
night of January 4-5 by an attempt, to which Paderewski was
privy, at a coup d'etat led by Sapieha against Pilsudski and the
Moraczewski Government. The conspirators arrested the Prime
Minister and other Ministers, but did not succeed in taking Pil-
sudski, and the plot collapsed. Next day Pilsudski released the
Ministers and imprisoned the ringleaders. Ignoring what had
happened, he invited Paderewski to return to Warsaw, and
negotiations were resumed.
On January 14, 1919, Paderewski informed Drnowski that he
had come to a complete agreement with Pilsudski. As it was
impossible to constitute a Government composed of representa-
tives of all parties, because of their excessive demands, Pilsudski